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Deo 1835 was date and has /| ty: has to: hawd, by which you 
been candidly, andl think impartially request me to: answer a number 
exathined, ‘and-ns the ‘subject of reli-| questions; this ‘is: something which 
ion is one ‘of infinit importance, so it did not expeet, as I intended: in mine 
our most serious and. -prayer- to you to be so explicit as. to have rene; 
full consideration, To err on somme|'dered your i interrogatories unnecessay .. 
minor points, is but-the fruits of our| ry, particularly, on the points on whieh 
imperfect judgments, tutto be ‘mista~| youhave required information, 
ken in some-of the ‘cardinal: points of | ‘it Uppears by yours, 1 have 
religion, may involve-us ‘in'a dilemma}  You-esk me, +What is the 
awful in its ‘naturé, & eternal in answering: this: question think 
consequences, Hence, to know Gerl’s| will tender it unnecessary to give @* 
ill, demands ‘ndést serious ~ enqui-'| formal answer tothe rest of your que; 
and té do it, éalls for the most | ries, as shall answer ‘them all. ‘by 
gent application of ‘allour powers-# swering this one, 
While f acknowledge the kind spir-| fF answer then in the language of the 
it in which youhave been pleased to} New Testament Romans }: 16,:*The't 
notice my letter to my ‘brother Ebene-} gospel is the power.of God unto salvae” 
zer, indulge’ the fond: hope,’ that ia}tion, to all that: beliewe:?’ ‘or:in other. 
the same spirit of ‘ehristinn kindness, |.words, it’ i¢ God's :scheme ‘of leaving.’ 
you will answeér'two-or three ‘more of| men, and:this 
my interrogatories, founded ‘on: sme+in:the New 
remarks in yourlettery-remarks, which | of things (or gospel) sin 
tome are tiéw, and containing iteds | ting possession ofthe pewer' of 
of vast on which, | Ged; fot it.is God's: 
haw in ‘the ‘habit refléct-| meny lis: it» Gadle 
ing, yet, ideas which I wish not to ré-| unto: salvation? Answer: 
ceive, without candidly exam- who receive: it inton 
‘My>queries,- S:r, were.ori ins | sion of the of: sod: 
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ed My"your “that ‘the: on pe Savior shen he 
pel as by the Saviot’ aiid fedthe apotdes:at Jetnstiew 
his Apegiies, .and. as. written. in, the | th These aigessshall fellow: 


new testament Ags. | t betiave, the poweraf.4 

You will thérefofe ‘signal od shal! xestaipon them. Wheh Bes 
off and my’ fnqotrin | ter prtoclnimed tha thé: day at >: 

mind, by giving.@.de inite Ae pentecost; after he.told the Jews that: 

the followinginte What | théy anust: repent: and, ibe» Ha ptiaed 

is the G written the remission of talde: 
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ft, ‘aad this power we ‘profess to have, 


rE 


he sa in the 98 
verse “And«God hath ir 


ehurch, first apostles, secondly proph-. 


‘ets, thirdly teachers; after that miia- 


cles, then gifts of healings, helps, gov- 


craments, diversities of tongues.” 
‘Such then was. the way by which 

God administered his power to the 

children of menas set forth in the 

New Testament, and such was the gos-. 

1 proclaimed by those commissioned 

y the Savior himself, and this, end 
this only is the order of set 
forth inthe New Testament. When-l 
say that this order of things has disap- 
peared from among men, I say no 
more than you and all the protestant 

‘wold says also; and if this is not the 

order? pray what is it? and if 

tt4ethe gospel order, you agree with 
me that it has disappeared. 

#fhe whole matter then comes to 
this, that the gospel as set forth in the 
New Testament, is an erder of things 

through which men were made par- 
tukers of the power of God while in 
the ficsh, and that by one man admin- 
istering to. another by the authority. of 

im the nalge of Jesus Christ, this 
is what is ca 
Testament. 

-ministery of A 


was enjoyed 
tles, Prophets, 


they administered to the be- 


God 


teceived; 
lievers by the layin 
and the power of 


it was-because of this, that the gospel) 
is called the power of God-unto 
tion. 


You ask if we have the gospel, and 


where is the gospel? 
Lunswer thet the rof admin-| 


| fomen through which they made} 
ers of the power of: God, was} 
never ‘@hjoyed by any of the human| 


family. but. by the. revelation of Jesus 
Christ-as Paul got it, if we have got 
the gospel that is the way we have got 


in order 


eat the work abort 


gelists &c. and through the ministry | 
ofthese. men the power of God was} 


of the han 
attended, and| «The 
thes men in days of old received the| 


4 power of God unto saivation, and 


‘Unite our hands and hea 


shail await your. 10 my 
sell not bave 


the best of 
DON. 


Kirtlond,, Ohio, March 27th, 1686, 

Previous notice having Leen given, 
the Church of the Latter Dey sale 
met this day in the Heuse of the Lord 
to dedicate itte him. The congrega- 
tion begun to assemble before 8:0’clock 
A. M. and thronged the doors until 9, 
when the Presidents of the chuich who 
assisted in seating the congregation, — 
were reluctantly compelled to order 
the coor-kcerers: to close the dcors; 
every seat ai.d aisle were crowded.— 
One theusand ;ersent. were now silent- 
ly and solemnly waiting to hear the 
word of the Lord from the mouth of 
his servants in the sacred desk. Pres- 
ident S. Rigcon began+he services of 
the day, by reading the 96th end 
Psalms. An excellent choir of sin 
ers, led by M. C. Davis. sung the fal- 
lowing Hymn: > 

Ere Jeng the vail will rend in twain, 
The King descend with all his train; 


The earth si:all shake with awful frigh 
And all creation feel his might. | 


The trump of God, it shall round, 

And raise the nations 

Throughout the vast cousin of: 
voice echoes, the scund i is given. — 


Lift our heads ye saints in peace, 

of the redeem’'d Las 
shall all be 


behold the chyreh, it soers on high, 
To hal the in of he, 
To hail the Kir g in cloud 


_ In songs of love, and 


With Baoch here we sil ment, 
And worship at Messiah's feet, 
‘Abd reign on thrones with Ch 
‘The city that wasseen 6fold 
| 
We'll now inherit | 
The Father sod the Ben's deligh : 
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Presiden: Rigdon then in an able, 
devout and appropriate manner, ad- 
dressed the throne of Grace. The 
following Hymd was then sung: 
| Weymouth. 
soule who prey 
O ha 
w 
Their constant service theret © 


The speaker (S. Rigdon,) selected 
the Sth’ chapter 18, 19) 
20th which, he pro- 
posed to address the congregation, con- 

fidiag himself more clusely to the 20th 
verse—He spoke two hours and a half 
in his usual, forcible and logical man- 
tier. “At one time-in the course of his 
remarks he was rather pathetic, than 
otherwise, which .drew tears from ma- 
ny eyes. He wns then tuking:a re-. 
t ive view of the toils, privations 
and anxieties of those who.had labor- 
ed upon the walls of the house to erect 
them. And added, ‘there’ were those 
who had wet them 


|thrust him from them, saying, 


_|that his spirit did not dwell. in thems 


‘Their unbelief in present revelation. 


where | 
the Jews worshi God, and in ad- 
dition to them, the splendid Temple at 
Jerusalem. Yet, when oa a certain 
occasion, one proposed to follow him 
whithersoever he went, He though 
heir of all things cried out like one in 
the bitterness of his soul,in abject pov- 
erty, The Foxes have holes, &¢,— 
This, said the speaker, was evidence 
to his mind, that the Most High did 
not put his name there, and that he 
did not accept the worship of thos 
who paved their vows and adorations 
there. This was evident from the inet 
that they would not receive hinge 


s 
‘ ; > 


with him, crucify him! crucif¥ 
It was therefore abundantly evidgnt 


They were the degenerate sons of .no- 
ble sires: but they had long since slain 
‘the Prophets and Seers through whom 
the Lord revealed himself to the child- 
reh of men. They were not led by 
revelation, Ties, said the speaker, 
was the grand difficulty. ameng them 


ie further remarked, that, their unbe- | 
in present revelation was the 
‘means of dividing that generation into 
the various sects and parties that exist- 
ed, ‘They were sincere worshipers, 
but their worship was not required of @ 
them, nor was it acceptable to God.—~.  @ 
The, Redeemer himself who knew the © @ 
hearts of all men,-called them a gen- 
eration of . vipers. It was proof posi a 
tive to his mind, that there being Phar- - 

sens, aod all diffe-ing from ‘each oth- 
er, that they were led by the precepts 
and ‘cemmandmerts of mea, Each 
had something peculiar to himself; but 


all agreed in one point, (viz:) to 
cover he.could with the u 3 


all joined in one, | what we presumc no disp< 4 
‘A load hotanna to proclaim, to denv, (viz:) that in the 4 
And all creation gay, Amen... 
And happy we; 
We love the way 
To Zion's hill. 
No burning heats by day, 
Nor blasts of evening air, ” 
Shall take our health away,  & 
If God b2 with us there: 
He is our sun, i) 
. And he our shede, 
To guard the head 
By night or noon. | = 
God is the only Lord, | . 
Oar shield and our defence; : | g 
With gifts his hand is stor’d: 
We draw our blessings thenee. : . 
He will bestow a 
Jacobs race, 
ecuiar grace, 
And 
| 
| 
| 
the sileat shades of night, while .they| 
were praying to the God of Heaven, tu} : a 
rotect them, aad stay the unhaliowed|-cty, exclaita, sotwithstanding. Deir ™ 
s of ruthless spoilers, who had ut-| synagogee. aad Templo The 
tered. a the foundaion| foxes have holes, the birdeef-thesir 
was laid, that the walls would aever}heve nests, but the Son of: 
be reared. This short di-| wot where. to lay bis head... Hestonk 
ths sila, of hin} conasion here ta 


ef te 


bande [with those Whio"were’co- | 
eval with the Savior. He’ 


logical and-conclusive. 


‘we Wave no doubt, ‘had our speak-| 


“the same ‘proof of their correctness, |’ 
“Raf there been ‘those present that sve 
ght’ name, his veice would doubtless 


- 


of the Ephesians.” 


‘one Unacquaimed with the mariner} 
‘yet delivery: aind-style: of ont: ‘Bheaken!. 
~eany from: “ah y eidequate: 
ofthe! 
off: ‘it minds of ‘hist 
ji And to say ‘on this oecasion | w 
himself master of hie ‘sub~ 
t dadidid well, would ‘be: doing hinrtee 
‘aequitted  hirhself|' 
did-weey well weald-bef 


rensoning, no plausible hypothesis on 


“and simple yet it was donc in that con- 


apostle in the Athenian T'em-: 


théte wete many, livusés:’ many 
ciently. great, built for the worship of, 
God} but not oife “except ‘this, “on the |. 
~* fuce ‘of. the whole earth, that was built 


By divine revelation, and were it not/ 


for this, the dear Redeemer might in 
this day of science, this day of intelli- 
hose this day of religion, ‘say to 
_ those who would follow him; The fox- 

es have holes, the birds of the air have 
uel, but the Son of man hath not 
ae to lay his head. | 

“Here his whole soul ap to be 
fred with his subject. Arguments, 
ng and conclusive secmed: almost 


, there was no sophistry in his 


“Which the whole rested, but on the 
‘¢gontrary plain scripture facts. Theree 
fore tris deductions and inferences 


The comparison drawn between the 
“different religious sects of ancient and 
times, “was perfectly, natural, 


‘fident, masterly manner, necompanied 
- with those incontrovertable “proofs of 
“his position, that was directly calcula- 
‘ted chéer and gladden-the hearts of | 
the! ‘Saints, but-to draw don the 
“pation of thesectarian world upon hin-,: 


ver attered the- same sentiments, with’ 


“ave been ‘drowned as was that ef the: 


auditors cried inoessant-} 
¥ for about two ‘hours “Great is: Di<p 


A 


But Conclude, we truly: ‘ways: 


eet” lie: 18° capas' 


to say 


pvie with each other for utterance. 


t and Seer. T ‘i. 

seats,- acknowledged. him as by 

rising. ‘The: vate: in 

the affirmative, 


tied without a manifest sen- 


fiment to each of the diferent grades 

ively and-then’ts ‘the “edngregation.— 

The followingstry mir was they, song: 
Hosanna. 


TUNE— 
Now let us rejoice in the day.of 2 of galyai 
No longer ip the on earth rf 
Good — are sounding to us and each na- * 
And the of redemption will 
come: 
When tint was | promis’d. the will 
And none molest them. anti} 


even, 
And earth wil a pear the en of 
And Jesus, wi to all 


We'll love one anothet and never dissemble, 
; But cease to do evil and. ever be one 


We'll the day the Savior 


When that was saints will 
given, 
And will molest them from until 


Kad will ear‘as the gartien‘of 
And Jesus to ali Israel: Come 


In faith tity’ on’ die ‘arm of Je 
‘To gue through these ‘Tast of 


0083; 
And after.the scourges and 
We' ris¢ with when te 
doth come: 
» » be given, re ot] 


during: one’ feft’ thei? sea 
a few: ferrales;' hatthg 


from his 
de 


And wane. the ungodly. fearing and trem- 


‘And they be the, angel: sof 
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walk. ... 


Her me was known from east to west: 
OF Adam-ond-Abmaen: 


Flosanna. to such da: 8 
* “The Savior’s secon: 
When ai? the’ enrth im 
Affords the-saints a holy home 


Like. Adara-ondi-Aliman. 


and after-a. few preliminary. remarks, |: 


presented the several Presidents of the 
church, then present, to the several 
qauorums respectively, and then to the 


chutch.as: being equal witlr himself, 


acknowledging them to be. Prophets. 
and Seers. ‘The vote was. unanimous | 
in the affirmative im every-instaace.— 
Each of: the: different quorums was:pre- 
sented im its turn to all the rest, and} 
then to the: church, and’ received and 
aeknowledged by all the rest, in their 
sevcral stations withoxt: a manifet dis- 
senting sentiment, 

President: J; Smith: jr. then addres- 
_sed-the congregation 12 a manner cal- 
culated to instruct the: understanding, 

rather than: please. the car, and at or 

about ithe close of: his remarks, he 
prophesied;.to: all, inasmuch as, 

they would uphoid these men ia. their 

‘several stations, . alluding to the differ- 
ent quo:ums ém the: church, the Lord, 
would bless them; yea, in the name of 

Christ, the: blessings of Heaven shall 

be yours. And.when the Lord’s an- 

_npiatéd go forth to proclaim. the word, 
licaring:testimony to this generation. 

if they receive it, théy shall be blessed, 

butif: the judgments of Ged will}: 
faliow elese tipou, them, until. city. 
or that house, that fejects -them,. shai!) 


was then stings: 
Ow: pie t was! 


G9 mor 
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ch 
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diiw | leys 


He sits for grace and judgment 
bids the saint bez 

makes the sinner . 

Aad Te souls rejoice with fear. 


attend te, 
joy within thy 


To, bless the soul of, every guest: 
The man that seeks thy peace, 
And wishes thine increase; 


Ms repeats her. vows, 
Peace to, this sacred house! 
For. here my friencs and kindred dint 

And since my glorious God 

' Makes thee bis blest abode, 
My soul shallever love thee well. . 


He ‘then offered the dedication prays: 
er, which was as follows: 


Tuanxs be to thy mame, O Lord” 
‘Ged of Isracl, who keepest covendnt” 
and shewest mercy unto thy servants, 
who walk uprightly before theq with’ 
all their hearts: thou who hast com-” 
‘manded thy servants to build an house. 
to thy name in this place. (Kirtland) 
And now thou beholdest, O. Lord, that” 
'so thy servants have done, : ac cording 
‘to thy commandment. And now. we’ 
ask thee, holy Father, in the nanie off 
Jesus Christ, the Son of thy bosom, in’ 
whose name alone salvation can be ade, 
ministered to the children of men: we" 
ask thee, O Lord, to accept of this 
house,. the workmanshin of the’ hands 
of us, thy servants, which thou didst 
‘command us to build; for thou know- 
est that we have done this work through’ 
great tribulation: and out of our povers 
ty we have given of our. substance ta 
build a house to thy name, that the 
Son of Man might have a place t to mei 
ifest himself to his people. 

And as. thou past said, i in a 


ing ‘us’ ‘fly, 
friends, sa 

as all have not faith, ‘seek ye di 
teach- one another Wor 


wisdom} yea, scek ye out of ‘the 


BOOKS words. of wisdom: 

| even. ‘by. study, and also by’ 
“Urganize yoursclves; prepy 
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now, holy Father, we ask thee 
toassist us, thy people with thy grace 
in calling our solemn assembly, that 
it may be done to thy honor, and to thy 
divine acceptance, and ina manner 
that we may be found worthy, in thy 
sight, to secure a fulfilment of the 
promises which thou hast made unto 
us thy. people, in the revelations given 
untous: that thy glory may rest n 
upon thy. people, and upon this thy 
house, which we now dedicate to thee, 
that it may te sanctified and consecra- 
ted to be hely, and that thy holy pres- 
ence may be continually in this house; 
and that all people who shall enter up- 
on the threshhold of the Lord’s house 


_ may feel thy power and be constrain- 


ed to acknowladge that thou hast sanc- 
tified it, and that it is thy house, a place 


of thy holiness. 


And do. thou grant, holy Father, 
that all those who shall worship in this 
house, may be taught words of wisdom 
out af the best books, and that they 

ay seek learning, even by pecs hy and 

and 
thatthey may grow up in theeand re- 
eciye a fulness of the Holy Ghost, and 
be organized according to thy laws, and 
be prepared to obtain every needful 
thing: and that this house may be a 
house of prayer, a house of fasting, 
a house of faith, a house of glory, and 
of God, even thy house: that all the 
incomings of thy people, into this 
house, may be in the name of the 
Lord; that all their outgoings, from 
this house, may be in the name of the 
Lord; that all their salutations may be 
in the name of the Lord, with holy 
aands, uplifted to the Most High; and 
that no unclean thing shall be permitted 
to come into thy house to pollute it. 
“And when thy people transgress, 
eny of them, they may speedily repent 
andreturn unto thee, and find favor in 
thy sight, and be restored to the bless- 
ings which thou hast ordained, to be 
poured out upon those who shall rev- 
erénce thee in this thy house. 


- And we ask thee, holy Father, that 


thy servants may go forth from this 
house, armed with thy power, and that 
thy name.may be upon | 


from this place they 
ing great and glorious tidings, in truth, 
unto the ends of the they 
may know that this is thy work, and 
that thou hast put forth thy hand, ‘to 
fulfil that which thou has spoken by 
the mouths of thy prophets concerning 
the last days. : 

We ask thee, holy Father, to estab- 
lish the people that shall worship and 
honorably hold a name and standing 
in this thy house, to all generutions, 
and for eternity, that no weapon form- 
ed against them shall prosper; that be 
who diggeth a pit for them shall fall 
into the same himself; that’ no combi- | 
nation of wickedness shall have pow- 
er to rise up and prevail over thy 
ple, upon whom thy name shall be put | 
in this house: and if any people shall 
rise against this pecple, that thine an- 
gerbe kindled against them: and if 
they shall smite this people, thou wilt. 
smite them—thon wilt fight for thy 
people as thou didst in the day of bat- 
tle, that they may be delivered from 
the hands of all their enemies. _ 

We ask thee, holy Father, to con- 
found, and astonish, and bring to 
shame, and confusion, all those who 
have spread lying reports abroad over 
the world aguinst thy servant, or ser- 
vants, if they will not repeat when the | 
everlasting gospel shall be proclaimed — 
in their ears, and that all their worke 
may be brought to nou-ht, and be 
swept away by the hail, and by the 
judgments, which thou wilt send upon 
them in thine anger, that there may be 
an end to lyings and_glanders against 
thy people: for thou knowest, O Lord, 
that thy servants have been innocent 
before thee in bearing record’of thy 
name for which they have suffered 
these things; therefore we plead befora 
thee for a full and complete deliverance 
from under this yoke. Break it off 
O Lord: break it off from the necks of 
thy servants, by thy hy that we 
may risc up in the midst of this gener- 
ation and do thy work! 

O Jehovah, have mercy upon this- 
people, and as all men sin, forgive the 
transgressions of thy people, and let 
them be blotted out forever. Let the 
annoioting-of thy ministers be sealed 
upon them with power from on high: 
let it be fulfilled I them as uy 
those on the day of  Pentac 
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that city. 


And whatever city thy servants shail 
enter, and the people of that city re- 
ccive not the testimony of thy ser~ 
ants, and thy servants warn them’ te. 
sive themselves from this untoward 
generation, let it be upon that city ac- 
cording to that which thou hast spok- 
en, by the mouths of thy prophets; but 
deliver thou, O Jehovah, we beseech 
thee, thy servants from their hands, 
and cleanse them from their blood. O 
Lord, we delight not in the destruction 
of our fellow men: their souls are pre- 
cioas befere thee; but thy word must 
bo falilled:—hcip thy servants to say. 
with thy grace assisting them, thy wiil 


be done, O Lordyand not ours. 


We know that thoa hast spoken by 
the mouth of thy prophets, terrible 
things concerning the wicked, in the 
fast days, that thou wilt pour out thy 
judgments, without measure: there-} 
fore, O Lord, deliver thy people from 
the calamity of the wicked; enable thy 
servants tu seal up the law and bind 
tp the testimony, that they may be 
prepared aguinst the day of burning. 

We ask thee, holy Father, to rc- 
member those who have been driven 
by the inhabitants of Jackson county, 
Missouri, from the lands of their inher- 
itance, and break off, O Lord, this 
yoke of affliction, that has beea put} 


let thy Howse be filled, as with a rush- 
ing mighty wind, with thy glory. — 
ut upon thy servants the testimony, 
of the cevenant, that when they go out 
and proclaim thy word, they may seal 
up the law, aad prepare the hearts of } 
thy saints for all those judgements 
thou art about to send, in thy wrath, 
upon the inhabitants ef the earth, be-, 
cause of their transgressions, that thy 
people may not faint in the day of trou- 


And whatever city thy servants 
shall enter, and the people ef ¢hat city 
receive their testimony. let thy peace 
and thy salvation be upon that city, 
that they may gather out of that city, 
the righteous, that they may come 
forth to Zion, or to her stakes, the 
places of thine appointment, with songs 
of everlasting joy,—and until this be 
accomplished let not thy judgments fall 


fire, | hearts flow out: gm 
And] their grievous-burdens. O 


ed. 


commanded them. 


spoken before. thes, .concerving- the 


long wilt thou suffer this tabdar 
this affliction, and the 
innocent. to ascend thine 
ears, and their blood to comé Upsin tes- 
timony before thee, and not. make a 
display of thy power in their behalf? 
Have mercy, O Lord, upon that 
wicked mob, who have driven thy peo- 
ple, that they mey ccase to spoil, that 
they may repentof their sins, if re- 
pe stance is to be found; but if they 
will not, make bear thine arm O ° 
and redeem that which thou didst ape 
point a Zioa unto thy people! 
And if itcan not be otherwise, taat 
the cause of thy people may not fail 
before thee, may thine anger be «ine 
dled and thine indiguation fall apon 
them, that they may be wasted away, 
both root and branch from under heav- 
en; but in as much as they will repevt, 
thow art gracious and merciful, and 
will turn away thy wrath, wher thou 
loakest upon the face of thine anpoint- 


Have mercy, O Lord, upon all the 
nations of the earth: have mercy~upon 
the rulers of our land: may thaso 
principles which were so honorably 
and nobly defended: -viz, the constitu- 
tion of our land, by our fathers, be es- 
tablished forever. Remember the 
kiags, the princes, the nobies, and the 
great ones of the earth, and all peo- 
ple; and the churches: all the poor, 
the needy and the afflicted ones of the 
earth, that their hearts may be suiten- 
ed when thy scrvants shail go out 
fram thy house, O Jehovab, to bear 
testimony of thy name, that their prej- 
udices may give way before the truth, | 
and thy people may obtain favor in 
the sight of all, that ail the ends of 
the earth may know that we thy serv- 
ants have heard thy voice, and that 
thou hast sent us, that from among ail 
these thy servants, the suns of Jacob, 
may gather out the righteous to - buijd 
a hoiy city to thy name, as thou hast 


We ask thee to appoint Zion 
other stakes besides this one, whioh 
thou hast appointed, that the gathering 
of thy people may: roil-en:in grezt 
power and majesty, that thy work may — 
be cut short ia righteousness... , 
Now theso words, O Lordj.wo hays 
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ven ate ideas 


‘Enowest that we have a great love for} 


B.of Jacob who have been 
hpon the mountains; for a 
ime im @ cloudy and dark’ day. 

e therefore ask thee to have mer- 
_ey upon the children of Jacob, that 
‘Jerusalem, from this hour, may begin 
~ to be redeemed; and the yoke of bond-/ 


may bépin to be broken off from} 
“the house of David, ‘and the children 
‘of Judah’ may begin. to return to the 


“Fands which'thou didst give to Abra- 
*Ihum, their ‘father, ard ‘cause that the/| 
remnants of Jacob, who have been 


‘<eorsed ‘and smitten, because of ‘heir 


‘tansgression, to be ¢onverted from 
wild and savage’ condition, to the | 
“falness of the everlasting gospel, that 


they may lay down their weapons of 


Bloodshed and cease their rebclliors. } 
may all the seattered remnants of 
Tsrael, who have becn driven’ to the 
ends of ‘the earth, come toa knowl- 
“edge: of the truth, ‘believe in the Mes- 
siah, and be redeemed from opp:es- 


“ gion, and rejoice before thee. 


O Lord, remember thy servant Jo- 
““eeph Smith; j jr. and all his afflictions 
and persecutions, ‘how he has covenan- 
ted with Jehovah and vowed to thee, O- 

thighty God of Jacob, and the com> 
mandments which thon hast given un- 


to him, and that he hath sincerely: 


strove to do thy will.—Have mercy, O' 
Lord, upon his wife and children, that 
they may be exalted in thy presence, 
and preserved by thy fostering hand. 


‘Have mercy upon all their immediate: 


connexions, that their prejudices may 
* be broken tp,'and swept away as with 


a flood, that they may be converted{ 


redeémed with Israel and know 


that thou art God. Remember, O 


* Lord, the presidents, even all tue pres-} 


ents of thy church, that thy right 
band may exalt them with ali their 


families, and their immediate connex-} 
ions, that their names may be perpetu-| | 


and had in everlastiog §rememb- 


from generation to genoration. 


Remember all thy church, O Lord, 
“with all their families, and all their 
-Immediate connexions, with all their 


‘sick and afflicted ones, with all the} 
of the earth, that the! 
in 


dom which thou hast ‘set up with- 


ind “Git the whole ‘earth, that 


may beooms a great’ moun- 


rts the’ ‘moon, Cleat ‘the 
and térrible as an ‘atihy “with ban- 
ners, and be addorned ¢ 54 bride ‘for 
{that day when thow shalt unveil. the 
‘heavens, and Cause the monntains to 
flow down at thy presence, and tho 
valleys to be exalted, the rough places 
made smooth, that thy glory may fil 
the earth. 

That when the trump shall’ sound 
for the dead, we shall be caught Np in 
the cloud to meet thee, ‘that we may 
‘ever be with the Lord, that our gare. 
ments muy be pure, that we may. be 
clothed upon with robes of righteotts- 
ness, with palms in our hands, and 
¢rowns of glory upon our heads, and 
reap eternal joy for all our suffer- 
ngs. O Lord, God Almighty. hear us 
in these our petitions, and answer us 
‘from. heaven, thy holy habitation, 
where thou sittest enthroned, with 
glory, honor, power, majesty, ‘might, 
dominion, truth, justice, judgement, 
mercy and an infinity of fulness, from 
everlasting to everlasting. 
| O hear, O hear, O hear us, O' Lord, 
and answer these petitions, and accept 
the dedication of this house, unto thee, 
the work of our hands, which we 
have built unto thy name; andalso this 
church to put upon itthy name. And 
help us by the power of "thy Spirit, that 
we may mingle our voices with thoso 
bright shining seraphs, around thy 
throne with acclamations of praise, 
singing hesanna to and the Lamb: 
and let these thine annointed ones be 
clothed with salvation, and thy ° saints 
shout aloud forjoy.’» AMEN AND AMEN 

‘The choir then sting ahymo 


rusE—Hosenna.. 


The Spirit of God like a fire is burnin : 
The lutter day glory begins to come - 

The visions and. tlessings of old fre retorai 
‘The ungels are coming to visit the 

We'll sing & shout with of 
‘Hosanna, hosahua,to “highest | 

Henceforth and ferev 


The Lord is extending the saints’ 

ow wero aree 

The vail o'er the bogt is begi 
We'll sing and we'll shout ker 
e king 

we't sing and we'll shout &c. 
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shat with Hisar mies heaves 
khesanna to Goi an! the Laud. 


‘President Smith then asked the, sev- 
eral quorums séparately and then the| 
congregation, if they . acgepted the 
prayer. The vote. was, in every in- 
siance, Unanimous in the afiimative. - 


Eucharist was adniinistered. —| 


The 

ne Smith blessed, the , bread and 
pS and t thay were distributed by sev- 
eral. ‘Blders present, to the church. 
President Smith j je. then arose 
and bére,recerd df his mission. , D,. C. 
Smith bare record. uf, the. truth, of the 
work of the. in. which we are 
engaged. 

President QO. Cowdery. spoke ‘aud 
of the. truth of, the book of 

ormon, and. of. the. work, of the Lord 
in these. last ee 

President F. ,G.. Williams bore re- 
cord that a Holy Angel of God, came 
and set, between him and J. Smith sen. 
while the hous2 was being dedicated. 

President Hyrum Smith, (ons of 
the building committee) made some 

“appropriate remarks. concerning, the 
_ house, congratulating those who had 
endured so many toila and privations 
to erect That it: was the Lord’s 
house built by his commandment and 
he would bless them, 

President S. Rigdon then made a 
few appropriaty closing remarks; and 
a short prayer which was ended with 
loud. acclamations of. Hosanna! Ho- 
sanna! Hosanna to God and the Lamb, 
Amen, Amen and. Amen! Three 
times. Elder B.. Young, one of the 
Twelve,’ gave a short. address in 
tongues; Elder D. W, Patten  intec- 
preted and gave a-short exhortation in 
tongues himself; . after which, Presi- 
dent J, Smith. the. congre- 
gation in the name of, | the Lord, and at 
Iuttle past, four the. whole ex- 


further add that we should dal 


wit Bret i ‘bu din 


jwearied your perience. yet you 


wet? oath 


Ae 


‘aque; 
{ed éi it 

liberality 
‘substanée’ 
if ‘commilifée, who ret 
somewhat involved. As ‘hte’ Was’ Yo 
‘day of ‘sacrifice, aS as 
‘fasti There was a Ged’ 
the: ‘voluntary donations off - 
‘en‘éred. Oh €ounting the Callection {t 
‘amounted. to: hundred and 


ro, 


Kirtland, Ohio, Marchy 1 1836, 


‘Deak 

“Although Thave wilt. 
tert several ‘timés upon the sub- 
ject'of religion, since bid vou adieu, 
to go at the conimand of Go and: pro- 
claim the gospel; and have 


excuse me when I declare to you, t 


if is of duty ny 
Heavenly ther, an bu 
| earthly parents,» ~that [ manifest sue 


|deep interest upon “this subject. Fh 
my former communications to you | 
have not failed to speak of the gospel, 
and invite you to lay aside your p prej- 
udice and investigate it. And know- 
ing that it is of the first t importanée, 
that the fundamental principles of the 
doctrine of Christ, shoald be well un- 
derstood, and that your opportunities 
for obtaining this kaowledge- are limit- 
ed, [shall confiné my remarks more 
particularly to that ‘subject: you no 
doubt will marvel that such an expres- 
sion should drop from my pen; know- 
ing that you have. been proféssors ‘of 
religion, (at least). from” ‘mv. child+ 
hood. Although I Stand in that telation 
to im’ whicl: the avior says 
teacher is without lionor, being of your 
own household. Yet do ‘not consider 
me assuming, for my desire is your 
salvation and the glory of God; and 
the things’ which’ shail “declare ‘are. 
those | which I know and most assured> — 
ly boliewd. pray you in the 
of Chirist to. itisiniss your surprise, | 
and evel 
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And aga 


ap ¢ 


gob (Christ) was slain 
sandation of the world,” to 
Memption of the same.— 


was brought to light through the gos- 
” If Enoch, who walked with his 


aker 300 years and was not found, 


because God had translated him, is en- 


joying immortality, it was in conse- 
uence of his extensive knowledge of 
the gospel. If Noah, who was in- 
structed of God to prepare an ark to 
the saving of himself and house; and 
by his testimony alone, condemned 
the whole self-righteous antedeluvian 
worlds; and became heir of the right- 
eousncse which is by faith, and is 
now in the enjoyment of life and im- 
mortality; he most assuredly under- 
stood the gospel. If Elijah, who smote 
the rolling floods of Jordan, and caus- 


ed its waters to stand upright on either 


hand, while he passed over on dry 

nd; was wafted to the fair climes 
of immortality, and eternal life, by the 
fiery chariots of Israel and the horse- 
men thercof; it was because of the 
atonement of Christ, and his knowl- 
edge of, and obedience to the Gospel. 
in, *“The scriptures foresee- 
ing that God would justify the heathen 
through faith, preached before the gos- 
pel unto Abraham.” Gal. 3: 8 But 
enough has already been said to es- 
tablish the antiquity of the gospel, and 
do away the contracted idea which 
gnany entertain, that the first and only 
dispensation of the gospel that ever 
aas, or ever will be committed to man, 


‘Was introduced in the days of the Sav- 
‘jor. 
You can but see, that this idea is at 


issue with the testimony of the Apos- 
tle, who declares. ‘*‘That life and im- 
mortality were brought to light 


ghrough'the gospel.” Consequently if 


dhese saints whose names are written 
above, with a multitude of others, who 
through faith on the Son of God, and 


in obedience te the gospel, have sub- 


wax 


weakness were made strong 
valiant in fight, turned to flight the or- 
mies of the alicns, are now enjoying 
“life and immortality,” it is on account 
of the atonement of Christ, and the 
power of his redemption. And this 
same Apostle, who was not converted 
to the christian religion, until years 
after the death of Savior, says, | 
that a dispensation of the gospel was 
committed unto him. Ist Corinthians 
9: 17. | 
The fact is, the gospel is the same 
in all ages of tho world, and when 
God calls a man, either by his voico 
from the heavens, by the revelation 
of angels, or by the spirit of prophecy; 
to warn the inhabitants of the earth of 
approaching danger, and cry repent- 
ance unto them; a dispensation of the 
gospel is committed to his charge, in- — 
dependant of any commission or dis- 
pensation committed to others. He 
alone can act under that commission; | 
his successors cannot take it up, and 
legally act under it. If they attain to 
this high calling, it must be in the 
same way, and trom the same authori- 
ty, and the same benefits will result to 
those who ovey their teachings: be- 
cause if God sends a messenger, it 
will be by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, and that spirit will testify to 
the same plan of salvation, whether it 
dwell in the heart of —Enoch, Noah, 
Abraham, Isaiah, St. Paul, Joseph; or 
even in the heart of your unworthy 
son who ts now inditing these lines to 
you, with his heart raised in prayer to 
God, that it may be done according to 
his will, and find access to the hearts 
of his dear parents, and be a means of 
bringing them toa knowledge of the 
truth. But whether | shall succeed in 
this or not, God only knows; be this as 
it may, a dispensation of the gospel 
has been committed unto me; not by 
the will of man, but by the revelation 
of Jesus Christ: and { am determined 
by the grace of God, ‘to rid my gar- 
ments of the bload of all men, whether 
parents, brethren, sisters, Kings, ru- 
lers, priests or people, and iIéave the 
event in the hand of Him, who holds 
the destinies of all mankind. ‘ And [ 
ray my Heavenly Father, that it may 


the jbtained promises, stopped. the s-eush 
the salvation of th 
family has been conducted b 
4 the undeviating hand of God upon t 
P same principle precisely, in all ages c 
the world; avd ever will be, so lon 
3 as He remains an unchangable Being 
4 and manages the salvation of his cree 
tures himself. The apostie Paul 1 
* his 2nd Epistle to Timotby 1: 10. i 
a forms us that “Life and immortality 
| 
| 
be recorded in the archives of ‘heaven | 
kinguoros,wrougmt rigniqousness, |for an everlasting memorial, thet | 


never am ‘permitted to meet theny 
til we meet at tre judgment seat of ' 
Christ, where the secrets of all hearts 
will be made manifest; then, if not be- 
fore, you will know, that pure charity 
dictated in my heart, what [ am now 
communicating to you. But to. re- 
turn. 

It is evident then, that all those who 
do not believe in direct communication | 
from heaven, by the voice of God, by 
the revelation of angels, nor by the! 
spirit of prophecy; and at the same} 
time claim to be the servaats of Christ; 
have run before they were sent, arr 
acting without authority, are going in 

_ the ways of Cain, and running — 
ily after the errors.of Balaam for re- 
ward; and if they repent not, will pers 
ish in the gainsayings of Babylon. 

Therefore, having spoken in gener- 

al terms of the power, and glorious ef- 
fects of the gospel, { will now endeav- 
or to show what it was in the days of 

_ the Savior, which will settle the ques- 
tion; what itever has been, and cver 
will be. And I have an inexhaustable 
fountain, from which to abduce testi- 
mony upon this subject, viz. the Bible. 
book of Mormon, and the book of Cov- 
enants, containing the revelations o! 
Jesus Christ, given to usin this gen: 
eration; which all harmonize most 
perfectly: but being well aware of 
your unbelief in the two latter: I shall 
only call in question -the former for 

_ testimony on which you say, to predi 
cate your faith; and if you do in real- 
ality believe in its doctrines, there will | 
be no difficulty in your believing in 
the record'of the Nephites, and all the 
revelations that God is di to con- 
fer upon us in the latter. days, and: 
their will be no difference in our faith; 
but you also, will be what the: world 
calls a. mormon. 

Now to the law and the. tantionenys | 
if any man speak not accordi 
these, it is because there ‘is no 
tn him. In John'3: 6, we find’ 

wards, “Josue 


j 


go my to my ‘paren God | 
reachitig the gospel to’ them; and blessed Jesus proceeded’ 


to instruct him what : 


of water, and the spirit. Mark the én 
| water and the spirit,” not of thé spice 


tion, a man, that js, any man among 
all the ranks of men, that would inher- 


this order ngs. 
ok from the frank confession he made’ 


step, and Jesus informed him that wae 


od.” if this be the case 
ter have it-out of the: 


necessary for him to; rit 


oression; *““Except aman be born of 


it first and then of the water, if ‘you 
please. See how broad the declara- 


it the kingdom God, must submit to 


jon that occasion, which was the ‘first 


ter baptism was the second, and the 
Holy Spirit the third. You ay 
that repentance is left out of the ques-: 
jtion; not so, repentance is nothing 
more nor less than a reformation, 
which is to break off from our sins.— 
How break off from our sins? by turn- 
ing unto God. How turn unto God? 
»y obeying his commandments, 
manifest our faith and repentance by 
obedience. why call ye me’ 
Lord, Lord, and do not the thi 
‘which I say?” Luke 6: 46. aw 
as it was exhibited on that occasion,’ 
this plan of salvation co nds 5 
cisely with the proclamation which the 
Savior commanded the Apostiestode- 
clare in all the world to every 
ture; viz: **He that believeth, and-is: 
baptized, shall be saved; but he that 
believeth not, shail be damned, “And 
‘these signs shall follow them that 
live: &c. Mark 16: 16,17,18. This: 
expression of the Savior is just-as: 
oroad as the other, that is, that«eny: 
creature under the whole heaven thut’ 
1s capable of understanding this-cim- 
ple declaration, ‘(which ‘is’ adopted ‘to 
the weakest cavacity,) who will obey: 
it, shall be saved “and he that believ-. 
eth not shall-be damned. 
Perhaps you are roady to infor 
from this: expression that: baptism ‘is 
not a saving ordinance; beeause the 
Savior did nut repeat it, but onky ‘éatd,: 
that believeth not shall be: 
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disrépute,) endtief te not aecostary the 


not, énter the king- 
ven wit ut Ite. ut we 

t 0, such. inference 
rom th \i@ expression, for 


hha 

Som. of 


tend,, 
that.not.only belief was | God 


“Necessary for salvation but baptism al- 
80; and it follows of. course, that, if 
belief apd. baptism are required of 
that.would be saved.a neglect to 

nd to these duties would damn them. 
And. hence, a repetition of the: word 
baptism, would have. been altogether 
superfluous: for instance, if an indi- 
dual was requested to go to a certian 
ace; if he could not be induced to 
take,the firststep; he would not,take 
the second. So a man who does not 
believe,,.will not be baptized, and if the 
word of the Lord be true he will be: 
ned, ~ 
dat. pow: whether the Apos- 
fles.. followed instruction given 
them. in the. commission, we will call 
Peter, fur-he held the keys.of the 
kingdom... “And when the day of 

Pentecost was, fully come; he opened 
the door for. the, reception of candid- 

aies; the glorious. occurrences of that 

day, are recoriled, in the 2nd chapter 
Acts.. -And:,when his powerful 
 Teasoning caused. many. tocry. out, and 
enquire What.they. should do. _ What 

did: he: reply. to. them? Did he instruct 
them-to-weep and lament before God 

abtained, religion, . and tell 

‘that baptiem was unessential, (as 
odax divines do atthe present 
id he cite them to the anxous |; 
sgnts, to the: secret: chambers, or wil- 

. dexneas, and.say, lo, there is Christ?}, 
Did-he tell them that they. could obtain 
-.aalvation by cry ing, Lord, Lord, with- 
out doing the things which the Savior 
 -hed.yent him to declare to them? No, 
nene of these things; for Peter was in 
pessession of that spirit, . that bring 3 ail 

to our Femenbrance;: and. he 
hed slot forgotton the Savior’s instruc- 
tions, but cried, out, 

nut. 
sips, are. but 

remission. of. sins, ye 3 


be 


the 

icode-| answer is ‘at Phen, thoy - 
gladly. coveived, big: 
ed.”?. This thom..is . 
formation, to. g adly receive .tha ward 
when. it is declared by. the servant of. 
, and straitway manifest.our- belief 
and .refermatien, for corscspanding : 
food works, which is obedienee,.... And. 

cter says, as many as God has call. 


ed that. will do these. things, ,,shall re- 


ceive the gift of the Holy. Ghost... If- 
we do not extend our limits. beyoad. 


Peter’s, afar off, we. can with; 


confidence declare the same things. 
Our: next object is. to ascertain, haw it - 
was, that. this. gift, the Holy Ghost, 
was.confered upon ‘the saints, after 
having, beer. baptized by water... 
We learn from the 8th chapter of 
Acts, that Philip went. down to. Sama-. 
ria, and preached. Christ . unto, them: 
and, the people with one accord. guve 
heed to. his. teachin and; were 
tized, both. mem. and women, (but_no.. 
children, for they. were. whole; . and. 
cosequently need: no Physician. gnd 
Philip did feel disposed to. offer. an - 
indignity. to the attonement of Christ. 
by. baptizing. thera.) The news of 
Philip’s success soon reached, Jerusn- 
lem, and the Apostles immediately dis- 
paiched Pejer and wher 
they were come-down. prayed for them, 
and laid. their . hands: on. them. that. 
they might receive the. Holy Ghost.—. 


as he had. fallen. on. RONDE, of: 


them, only they had, been baptized in. 
name of. the Lord Jesus, When. 
had. reqeive.1. this ordinance, the, 
Holy. Spirit fell upon: them; .and -the. 
ity that, they spoke with: 
tongues and prophesied... For. Simoa,. 
op seeing..that the Holy, ‘Ghost..:.was, 
iven the laying. on, 08, hands, 
pro posed.to, purehase it... 
Itappeays that. P hilip did not, 
thority to administer this. ordinances, 
and. if. disciples ,,could 
ceived, the. gilt, of Holy, Gh 
hands; \the Lord: sent, Peter,gnd , | 
frord Jetnsdlem to. a, 
ish errand. Again,.. Acts swq are: 
inforwed that Paul sfonnd at us 


the Hoty . certain disciples who been baps 


The quosties. now what did this 


thes 


and proph 
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of hands:a re 
“ciples of the 
‘We'ntigh t wddtice”® th 
ting establish the first 
pf she, gospel; but it is. 
h, if. God ever inspired St. Paul 
Peter, to teach these things he 
hor never wilt inspire’ an- 
to -contvadict thems dey 
the instructions given them 
by the Sayiar, and carried out his plan 
of salvati in all the ordinances of 
his ‘kitigdoms’ and he will not be-. 
heve their testimony, would not believe 
‘Five from the dead. 


that ‘the ‘Holy. “Ghost 
‘upon those received it, 
are laid duwit in the first epistie. to the 
42,.18.and chapters. 
tells us,.that they are 
ray Christ, in which there 
shold be iio schism} take away any 
of theses Look | 
all: the: in..christeadom; 
(the church;af the,Latter Day. Saints 
‘excepted,) and see the contention celes 
‘exists’ atnong them.’ Ask yourself the 
‘is not this "the only answer? 
they-al deny same of these gifts which 
constitute -the of Christ:. Can.we- 
deat these, denying Christ? 
Surely ‘not; vain for us t6 say 
they “are ‘either Christ 
inet ever declared: any 
euch thiag wit: be.found.: ,Serip- 
jure, reason and Senge , teach 
‘ds, Tike’ énuse wil 
like effects the Hoty Ghost iv: 
was: before thr -wortd 


a shal] cease, a0 

Vanish ter they 
prt! “Bat whed: that: 
‘day of periécuon is ushered~ inj: 


prio 


ts 


ths bepitidm, and laying {'V 


doctrine that. Paul preacheds who said, 
If any manor even an angel - ftom 
Heaven preach any other jot 
him be accursed: And so say and 


brespond, 


ponsibility that I am under to God, for 
‘the manner in which [ teach mankind 
-those things which mvolve-eternal con- 
sequences: ..And this _ responsibility 
be augmented when I take 


into | onsideration, that I addrese- 
ing those of ‘mmy-own Hesh and blood. 
feelthat God capprobates'what 
have, written, and [, you: te 


| peruse the foregoing lines as_for 
nity, and may 't the Bont sancti 
to ‘your salvation, and’ 
us fo:an everlasting: infieritanee:in lis 


‘Kingdom for, Chriat’s. sake, 

Messenger and Advorate, 


To the: “patrons of ‘the 


At becomes im nf 


‘that in conseque nce © 


ate attention, my. 
department oft this 
the p resents and as this is the 


ore in th 


BM? 


j must beg, some. 

as.i am.é 

| that foe 

nine , 80 


these remarks, realizing the great ree. 


Saints’ Mensérger dnd 
produce the you, 


the heart of every servent of wiry will * 


land other duties: which Gall 
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; ‘as the prospects are flourish- 
ing, ‘and the futare editor’s talents are 
deserving of patronage; I indulge o 
hope, that great good may be done by 
this -meaps: and more especiaily in 
these lust days, while ‘Darkness cov- 
exs the.carth and grose darktess the 


people.” 


Almost six years have passed, since | 


the church of Christ has been establish- 
ed: many and various are the scenes, 
that have passed before my eyes, since 


commencement, during which time, 


ave have been favored with the privi- 
Jege, of making known to the world 
aur belief in regard to salvatior.. 

4 take occasion here to add, that | 
| sejoice exceedingly that this Herald of 
- fruth ia in being, and I enjoy the privi- 

dege of sesigning it into so. good and 
able hands as Pres. O: Cowdery whose 
character and standing in society need 
no commendation from me where he is 
personality known: for he is known to 
te of paety, of candor,of truth, 
of. integrity; of feeling for the welfare 
of che human family, and in short, he 
ine man of God: God acknowled ye 
ces 5 such in his revealed will: and 

While refloct on leaving the 

ral department, such a complicated. 
mass of ideas burst upon my mind, 
that it is not possible to. communicate 

all, The great and responsible 
elation which a man sustains in occu- 
pying | this staties, to his fellow man, 
_Jull have a tendency | to humble, rather 
exalt him in his own eyes; for he 


y becomes a servant of all; and his 
pap left on record for present 


thereie consolation atiach- 
espons 


in. the. wiedor of Geile 


pleased God the p of 
preaching to save them that believe.— 
It is those th whicls ‘the world by 
their wisdom count foolishness, whiely 
converts the soul, and will prepare it to 
dwe!l in the presence of God, in the 
day of the Lord Jesus. ‘God-has cho- 
sen the foolish things of the world 
coffound the things whic are mighty; 
and base things of the world, and 
things which dre despised, hath God 
chosett, yea; and things which. are not, 
to bring to Rought things that are,” 
While I refiect on the above sayings 
of the holy writer, it gladdens my heart, 
that I enjoy: the privilege of living in 
this age of the world, when God in his 
kind providence, has began to work for 
the good of his long dispersed covenant 
people; when he hé# agait¥ made mani- 
fest his will, anti has-called servants oy 
his own voice out of the heavens, and 
by the ministering of angels, and by 
his Holy Spirit; and. has chosen the 
weak and simple to confound the wn- 
dom of the wise: and to raise up and 
bring the church of the Lamb up out of 
the wilderness of wickedness, fair as 
the sun and clear as.the moon.’ Which 
church took its rise April 6, 1830; and 
has thas far come up, through much 
persecution and, great tribulation, 
---It not be amiss in this place, ta. 
give a statement to the world concern- 
ing the work of the Lord, as I have 
been a member of this church of Lat- 
ter Day Saints from its beginning; to 
say that the book of Mormon is a rev6- 
lation from God, I have no hesitancy; 
but with all canfidence have signed my 
game to it as such; and I hope, thet my 
patrons -will indulge me in’ speaking 
freely,.on this subject, as. emeabout 
the: editorial department 
‘Therefore’ I desire to testify:to all. that 
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plates, and know ofa 
rety that Joseph. Smith, jr. bas transla- 
ted the book of Mormon bythe gift and 
power of God, and in this thing the wis- 
dom of the wise most, assuredly ‘has 
perished: therefore, know ye, O ye in- 
habitants of the eerth, wherever this 
address may come, that I have in this 
thing freed my garments of your blood, 
whether you believe or disbelieve the 
statements of your uaworthy f and 
well-wisher. 
It is ‘no trifling’ matter to sport with 
the souls of men, and make merchan- 
dise of them; 1 can’ say, with a clear 


conscience before God and man, that | | 


have sought no man’s goods, houses or 
lands, gold or’ silver; but had in view 
for my chief object, the welfare of the 
children of men, because { know that | 
have ‘been called of God, to assist in 
"bringing forth bis work in these last 
days; and to help to establish it, that as 
many souls as would believe,sand obey 
the truth; might be saved in his king- 
dom; and also assist in bringing about 
the restoration of the house of Israel, 
that they might magnify his name, for 
what he has ‘done and is doing for the 
fulfilment of the ‘prophecies of all the. 
holy prophets that have written on this 
great and importont subject, since the 
‘days of Adam, to this present time: 
and while I have bee in the editorial 
department, I have endeavored to write, 
obtain and select.euch matter as’ was 
‘calculated to promote the cause of God, 
as far as my judgment was capable of | 
diséerning: and wherein I -may have 
erred; I om conscientious and innocent; 
bat do cheerfully-and humbly ask par- 
 don‘of those whose teclings in any wise 
injured; by digressing in 


‘ments fo us, are, in estima- 
tion, equally true: ‘with ‘the book’ 
Mormon, and equaily necessary for 
salvation, it is necessary to livé-by ev- 
ery word that proceedeth from the- 
mouth of God: and I kney that the 
Bible, book of Mormon and took of 
Doctrine’ and Covenants of the church 
of Christ of Latter Day Saints, con- 
tain the revealéd will of heaven. 1 
further know that God vill continue to 
reveal himself to his church and peo- 
ple, until he has gathered his elect into 
his foldjand prepared them to dwelf 
in his presence. 

Men at times depend upon the say 
of others, and are influenced by their 
persuasions to embrace different sys 
tems. ‘This is correct, inasmuch as 
the principle is just one: God always 
commissioned certain men, to proclaim 
his precepts to the remainder of the | 
generation in which they lived; and if 
they heeded not their sayings, they. 
were under condemnation. 

Though wenk may ‘have been my 
arguments and feeble my exertions, 
to persuade others to believe as my- 
self, the few months I have labored in 
this department, 1 trust, 1 have beta 
the means of doing some good to my ° 
fellow men. If I were. not sensible 
that I have been doing the will of my 
heavenly Father, J. should regret, that 
I had ever suffered my name to become 
public; I could not endure the idea of 
having been the means of persuading 
men to detract from truth, aad em- 
brace error: it has been a principle ia : 
my heart to embrace truth, ‘and ‘¥e- 
ject error} andJ trust it will remain in 


my heart forever. 
feel it my duty to Ek 


ded: not-hove sotice, still. far-| ner 


who have been te the 
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